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South African Labour Market March 2004

39.4%39.4%Labour absorption Rate= a*100/eh

54.5%54.3%Labour force participation rate = c*100/eg

27.8%27.4%Unemployment Rate=b*100/cf

30 42930 429Total aged 15-65 years=c+de

13 83313 913Total not economically actived

16 59616 516Total economically active= a + bc

4 6114 532Total unemployed (official definition)b

11 98411 984Total employeda

N (‘000)N (‘000)

Two weeksOne week

Start work withinLabour market category

Source: Labour Force Survey March 2004



Income Levels

Source: IES 1995, IES 2000
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31 Dec 2000: 1 ZAR = 0.13184 USD



Functioning of Medical Scheme Industry

Adapted from McLeod 2003.
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Annual Healthcare Expenditure by Beneficiaries

4,3023,6463,150Total expenditure per beneficiary per 
annum in ZAR

776502561OOP/beneficiary per annum in ZAR 

3,5263,1432,589Contributions/ beneficiary per annum in 
ZAR

5,348,138,2963,466,419,2823,846,525,401Total OOP per annum in ZAR (including 
OTC purchases) 

6,887,7356,902,6976,862,377Total beneficiaries 

24,284,756,08221,698,195,11117,769,279,879Gross contributions in ZAR

199819971996



Monthly Employment Income in South Africa

64.7%100.0%91.8%53.3%under ZAR 2,500

38.6%87.9%74.8%23.1%under ZAR 1,000

9.0%0.0%1.5%12.0%ZAR 8,001+ 

26.3%0.0%6.7%34.7%ZAR 2,501 – ZAR 8,000 

26.2%12.1%16.9%30.3%ZAR 1,001 – ZAR 2,500 

19.6%40.6%23.5%16.0%ZAR 501 – ZAR 1,000 

16.4%47.3%39.9%6.6%ZAR 1 – ZAR 500 

2.5%0.0%11.4%0.5%None 

TotalDomesticInformalFormalMonthly income

Source: IES 2000.
31 Dec 2000: 1 ZAR = 0.13184 USD



Medical Scheme Membership
According to Expenditure Quintiles

Source: IES 2000.

16.0183.99      Total
58.5441.465 (highest)
13.7186.294

4.5395.473
1.8898.122
1.3998.611 (lowest)

MemberNon-member

Medical SchemeQuintiles of 
households’
total annual 
expenditure



_________
NMCnonm = ZAR 20,841.48
σNMCmemb = ZAR 48,772.44

_________      
℘memb = NMCnonm / σNMCnonm = 0.4273

Source: IES 2000.

_________
NMCmemb =ZAR 100,483.10
σNMCmemb = ZAR 149,467.20             

_________
℘memb = NMCmemb / σNMCmemb = 0.6723

Financial Protection



Source: OHS 1995.

Utilisation by Income Quintile

19.23.029.348.6TOTAL

16.61.949.032.55 (highest)

18.43.231.546.94

17.23.525.354.03

20.03.222.354.52

24.03.215.457.41 (lowest)

Did not seek 
health 
care %

Traditional/ 
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Source: OHS 1995, OHS 1999.

Utilisation by Level of Education

3.886.513.2
1.968.529.5Tertiary education       1995

1999

1.755.442.9
3.045.651.4Secondary education  1995

1999
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4.025.570.5Primary education       1995

1999
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Utilisation by Level of Education

0.240  **Edulev3 (Tertiary 
education)

0.636  **Edulev2 (Secondary 
education)

0.157  **Voluntary Health Ins.
2.199  **Coloured
1.682  **African
1.004  *Age
Coefficient /Odds ratioVariable name

Note: If statistically significant at 5% level **; at 10% level *.

Source: OHS 1999.
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